THE BRITISH EMPIRE
and the others is important because any preferential
arrangements which the former make among them-
selves are clearly balanced bargains between equals,
and cannot be represented as imposed by an imperial
power in its own interest. While there is naturally
a temptation for the imperial country to favour its
own side of the exchange, it is also the fact that every
dependent country of the Empire which has been
asked to give preference to United Kingdom goods
has also shared in imperial preferences for its own
products in the United Kingdom market. United
Kingdom negotiators have protected and advanced
the interests of the dependent Empire in negotia-
tions with the self-governing Dominions or with
foreign countries. In any case, the United Kingdom
has no monopoly in the trade of any colony, no
special privileges in buying colonial exports, and a
preferential advantage only in selling certain lines
of goods to some colonial territories. Great Britain
has never tried to govern her empire selfishly, or
for the sake of exploitation. She does not draw a
penny in revenue from colonial taxation: on the
contrary, it costs her taxpayers a good deal of money
to support the poorer colonies and aid their eco-
nomic development.
The Open Door
In a few British colonies, and in all mandated
territories under British tutelage, the position at the
outbreak of the present war was that trade was open
to all comers on equal terms, in accordance with
international treaties. There were certain tariff
duties, but no preferences. This system is called
the Open Door, and it was general throughout the
British dependent Empire (except parts of the West
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